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We thank Dr. Lawler for his letter ([@B1]), which argues that a root cause of the problems in science lies in our educational system. We are in general agreement with his comments and concerns. Our report ([@B2]) was the result of a colloquium organized by the American Academy of Microbiology that focused on specific questions relating to research reproducibility, not all possible problems with bioscience research and publication. Nevertheless, our report does recommend an increased emphasis on improving didactic training of scientists in basic methods of research. Although the specific recommendations regarding education differ somewhat from those of Dr. Lawler, there is considerable harmony in the spirit of the recommendations made by colloquium participants and his correspondence.

This is a response to a letter by D. F. Lawler (http://dx.doi.org/10.1128/mBio.01634-16).
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